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Teacher Key to the Insects
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     *An Arachnid, not an Insect
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 Grasshopper                   Praying Mantis                  Scarab Beetle            Honey Bee             Cockroach





   Stag Beetle                    Acorn Weevil                 *Daddy Long Legs                  Silverfish               Stinkbug





Head





Thorax





Abdomen (belly portion under the wings)





It would be interesting to point out to the students that the insect on the left is technically a bug.  This is because its forewings are crisscrossed over its back.  The insect on the right is technically a beetle.  This is because its hardened forewings (elytra) are side by side across its back.  


Another difference is that bugs have a long needle-like mouthpart used to suck up food juices, whereas beetles have chewing mouthparts.





The term tarsal comes up frequently in the books.  It is the last segment of the leg, usually with one or more claws. 








